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Welcome to the
Trial of Louis Riel
Production
The RCMP Heritage Centre is
proud to partner with RielCo
Productions to host The Trial
of Louis Riel production on its
55th anniversary this summer. The play – a re-enactment of one of Canada’s
most famous trials – is the longest continuously-running historical drama in
North America. Written as a Centennial project in 1967 by John Coulter, the
production is based on the actual court transcripts of the 1885 trial of Louis
Riel in Regina.
The production’s gala premiere will serve as a fundraiser to help the Centre
offset the costs of hosting the production and will also support educational
programming and experiences focused on Métis and Indigenous peoples’
contributions to Canadian history.

About the RCMP Heritage Centre
The RCMP Heritage Centre is dedicated to sharing the story of the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP), Canada’s national police force. Known
informally as the “Mounties”, the Force is recognized the world over for its
iconic dress uniform featuring the red serge tunic, Stetson hat, and high brown
boots.
Guests of the RCMP Heritage Centre can experience both the historical and
modern-day stories of the RCMP through a variety of traditional and state-ofthe-art exhibits, virtual and augmented reality experiences, and live events.
During the summer months, the Centre hosts guided gallery tours, day camps
for children, and a variety of family friendly pop-up experiences inside the
gallery and on the grounds.
The Centre is located on the doorstep of RCMP Academy, Depot Division,
where Mounties have trained since 1885. The Centre is operated by a nonprofit organization. While it is not owned by the RCMP, the Centre is supported
by the Depot Division’s RCMP’s Historical Collections Unit.
The RCMP Heritage Centre is located on Treaty 4 lands. Treaty 4 is home to
the Cree, Ojibwe, Saulteaux, Dakota, Nakota, and Lakota peoples, in addition
to being the homeland of the Métis Nation.
Learn more online at: rcmphc.com

CAST MEMBERS
Louis Riel.... .............John D. Huston
Judge Richardson ................Jeff Ring
COUNSEL FOR THE CROWN:
B.B. Osler..........................Tyler Toppings
Christopher Robinson..............................
....................................... Kenneth Brown
COUNSEL FOR THE DEFENSE:
Charles Fitzpatrick........... Michael Koops
F. X. Lemieux........................Blaine Lucyk
WITNESSES FOR THE CROWN:
Dr. John Willoughby.................................
................................... Peter Champagne
Thomas Mackay............... Erroll Kinistino
James Ness........................ Vance Weber
George Kerr............................. Bill Hayes
Thomas E. Jackson.....................Jay Malo
General Frederick Middleton..................
...................................... George Grassick
Charles Nolin.......................... Bill Brinda
WITNESSES FOR THE DEFENSE:
Father Alexis Andre...................Jay Malo
Philippe Garnot
................Lionel Papeyachew (1st week)
..................... Erroll Kinistino (2nd Week)
Father Fourmond.................... Bill Brinda
Dr. Francois Roy................Bryce Williams
Dr. Daniel Clarke................ Vance Weber

WITNESSES FOR THE CROWN
IN REBUTTAL:
Dr. James Wallace....................................
.......................Bob Friedrich (3-4 shows)
................................................ Bill Hayes
Dr. Jukes...........................James Misfeldt
Corporal Joseph Piggott...........................
............................................... Philip Ring
COURTROOM PERSONNEL:
Court Clerk............................. Bill Swerid
Foreman of the Jury................................
....................... Member of the Audience
Jury Members..........................................
......................Members of the Audience
Interpreter.................. Peter Champagne
PRODUCTION STAFF:
Director................................. Ken Brown
Producer..................... Peter Champagne
Wardrobe..............................Bernie Tice
Front of House............ Peter Champagne
......................................Betty Spakowski
Set Construction/Refurbishing:
...................................... Steve Matechuk
.....................................Johanna de Vries
Website/Social Media
......................................Betty Spakowski

Please turn off all cell phones. No picture taking of any kind is allowed during the
performance.
After the performance, everyone is invited to ask questions
and take pictures of the actors.

CAST MEMBERS
John D. Huston

JOHN D. HUSTON first appeared in The Trial of Louis Riel in 1976
playing a variety of roles in the production through 1981. He is honoured
to reprise Louis Riel, a role he last performed for the 50th anniversary
production in 2017. A member of the Metis Nation of Saskatchewan,
John’s lively career “culturally misappropriating the works & identities
of dead white guys”, includes portraying Tommy Douglas in Weyburn,
Saskatchewan, William Lyon MacKenzie in Toronto, Shakespeare in
England, & Charles Dickens across Canada.
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IN FOND MEMORY OF

Costume/Wardrobe
Bernie Tice

In Fond Memory of
LYLE TESKEY (1937-2021)
LYLE TESKEY 1937-2021

Who portrayed, “Dr. Jukes“, in some part of each
season from 1974 to 2018. And so much enjoyed
the fellowship of cast and crew.
Lyle was born near Meadow Lake, SK, educated at
Albert School and Balfour Collegiate in Regina. He
began working for Regina Hardware, the Saskatchewan Wheat Pool, then enjoyed a 33-year career as
maintenance engineer for the Regina Public School
Board. Lyle had many interests and believed in supporting his community, his church, and Scouts Canada.
In 1974, Lyle won a beard growing contest which led to his being invited
“Dr. Jukes“, in some part of each season
toWho
joinportrayed,
the cast
of “The Trial of Louis Riel”. His acting career spanned more
from 1974 to 2018
than 42 years in the re-enactment production of Canada’s most famous trial,
playing Dr. Jukes, the senior surgeon of the Northwest Mounted police. Lyle
And so much enjoyed the fellowship of cast and crew
especially enjoyed the friendships forged in those years.
(Please choose one, or both pictures above. Right side one is in
costume)
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some now consider politically incorrect, is used both in John Coulter’s play The Trial of Louis Riel and
descendents of European men and Indian women was “half-breed”,
herein as it was used by Riel at his trial and in its historical context.

while “Metis” was the French term. For example, the English version
of the Manitoba Act of 1870 used “half-breed” whereas the French
version used “Metis”. Although the term “Metis” has today superseded
it, in the interest of historical integrity the term “half-breed,” which
some now consider politically incorrect, is used both in John Coulter’s
play The Trial of Louis Riel and herein as it was used by Riel at his trial
and in its historical context.

“A Charismatic Metis Icon”
From The Trial of Louis Riel: Justice and Mercy Denied,
by George and Terry Goulet
Louis Riel. The very name conjures up visions in stark contrast to one another: martyred
hero – murderous renegade; rational leader – mindless lunatic; cultured gentleman – irate
rabble-rouser; selfless advocate – grasping self-seeker; inspired leader – faithless heretic;
unjust victim – guilty traitor.
No one who is familiar with the Riel saga is indifferent to the man. He is either revered or
reviled, often on the basis of raw emotion rather than bare facts. A French Catholic Quebecer
would likely have a more benign interpretation of Riel’s conduct and motives in the last
year and a half of his life than a militant Protestant Orangeman from Ontario. Regardless of
one’s feelings or perspective, Louis Riel was a remarkable personality whose life profoundly
influenced Canadian society, politics, the founding of Manitoba and the rights of Western
Canadians. His impact continues to this day and will continue in the future.
Riel was a wunderkind, a rara avis, a natural-born charismatic leader, highly intelligent,
handsome and educated. He was elected to the Parliament of Canada on three separate
occasions, while he was still in his twenties, but due to politics was never able to take his seat.
His fascinating life combined the acme of success and the nadir of defeat, the sacred and the
profane. To some he conjoined fame and infamy; to others he was an iconoclast who became
an icon. To Riel himself he had a prophetic mission – to lead and champion his people, the
Metis, in having their grievances remedied, their rights obtained, and their lives uplifted.
Riel may have seen himself as a prophet in some respects. He was brought up in a highly
religious Roman Catholic atmosphere imbued with saints, sacraments, prayers and priests.
He was familiar, from his Montreal studies, with the great Biblical prophets. These prophets
pervaded the Old Testament with sagas of fiery passion, humility and even ecstatic eccentricity.
Stories of their lives have prevailed down the centuries, influencing the faith of the believers.
Many acted in an unconventional manner. Isaiah walked naked and barefoot (Isaiah ch20 ver
2-3); Ezekiel ate a scroll of the words of God (Ezekiel ch 3 ver 1-3). Although many prophets
were from humble beginnings they often confronted those in authority and criticized them for
injustices done.
Although he did not see himself in the mould of a Biblical prophet, Riel during the trial
stated that half-breeds acknowledged him as a prophet. He said “I can see something into
the future” adding “we all see into the future more or less” and “the half-breeds as hunters
can foretell many things.” Although Riel may not have been the prophet of the New World, to
many of his followers he as a messianic leader, one who would help his oppressed people.
Riel has been called the first prairie populist politician. Some consider him to be the
precursor of Thomas Crerar of the Progressive Party in the 1920s; of William Aberhart of the
Social Credit Party in the 1930s and 40s; of Peter Lougheed of the Alberta Conservative Party
in the 1970s and 80s; and of Preston Manning of the Reform Party in the 1990s. Riel is a
symbol of the alienation that Western Canadians frequently feel as a result of the disregard or
meddlesome policies towards the West of the Eastern-dominated federal government.
In October 2004, Private Bill C-216 entitled An Act respecting Louis Riel received first
reading in the Canadian House of commons. The Bill recites that its purpose is to reverse the
conviction of Louis Riel for high treason and to formally recognize and commemorate his role in
the advancement of Canadian Confederation and the rights and interests of the Metis people
and the people of Western Canada. Much of the argument against the Bill – and many similar

motions in Parliament both before and since – may be based on the assertion that Riel was
legally, fairly, and justly tried, convicted and sentenced to death for high treason and deserved
to be executed. One may anticipate that some Parliamentarians and historians may decry the
“revisionism” which they see in such a Bill. They will not accept it as a re-assessment of the
facts, or that many points of view related to Riel’s trial, conviction, and execution call out for
revision to correct errors of the past. Yet many of the facts involved in the trial do demand
careful reconsideration, such as:
The 534 year-old English Statute under which Riel was convicted and executed;
Riel’s mistreatment at the hands of his own counsel, and the serious deficiencies exhibited
by these same counsel;
Correspondence from Justice Minister Alexander Campbell to Prime Minister John A.
Macdonald disclosing judicial and political meddling in the Riel trial of an improper
nature;
The manner in which the unanimous recommendation of the jury for mercy was handled by
Prime Minster John A. Macdonald and rejected;
The appointment of a medical commission to examine Riel prior to his execution and
Macdonald’s blatant attempts to manipulate the commission’s reports and his
government’s gross political deception and mendacity concerning the reports.
One frequently hears laments from historians and others with respect to the sorry state of
the study of history in our schools. These are often accompanied by complaints bemoaning
the fact that Canadian heroes are not being recognized. One well-known Ontario historian
recently labelled Riel a “bastardized” hero.1 He added that Riel lacked credentials as a
hero to all Canadians and that his life should not be taught in schools as if he was such a
hero. Using that credentials test, no one in Canada or in the world would qualify as a hero.
Others have a different view of Riel. Another historian, Professor Gerald Friesen, doesn’t
apply this insurmountable test. In Professor Friesen’s view, Louis Riel is “paramount” among
“multicultural heroes”. 2 Professor J.M. Busted has called Riel “one of our few mythic heroes”.3
The prominent Canadian journalist and author Peter C. Newman pithily stated that Riel “was
one of our genuine frontier heroes”. 4 On June 30, 1999, the results of a national survey
to nominate Canada’s top 10 “heroes” were published in the National Post newspaper. The
Dominion Institute and the Council for Canadian Unity conducted the survey. Louis Riel was
among the top ten heroes selected. 5 Professor George F.G. Stanley, an eminent historian (and
incidentally the designer of the Canadian flag in the 1960s), referred to Riel as “A Canadian
legend” and “our Hamlet, the personification of the great themes of our human history.” 6

1
2
3
1
5
6

J.L. Grantsten, Who Killed Canadian History?, p. xvi.
Gerald Friesen, The Canadian Prairies: A History, p.73
J.M. Bumsted, “The ‘Mahdi’ of Western Canada? Louis Riel and His Papers”, The Beaver, August/September 1987, p.47.
Peter C. Newman, “Rewriting history: Louis Riel as a hero”, Maclean’s Magazine, April 12, 1999, p.48.
James Cudmore, “Canadian Heroes,” National Post, June 30, 1999, p.A8.
George F.G. Stanley, “The Last Word on Louis Riel – The Man of Several Faces”, Hartwell Bowsfield ed., Louis Riel,
Selected Readings p.42, @56.

“The Northwest Resistance: Chronology of Events”
From University of Saskatchewan Libraries and the University Archives
In the early 1880s almost everyone living in the Northwest Territories had grievances against
the Government of Canada. The native people had signed treaties which were supposed to
compensate them for giving up claim to the whole of the territory and agreeing to settle on
reserves and learn white-style agriculture. But the Government was reluctant to live up to
its side of the bargain and tried to evade its responsibilities. Thus, people who were already
unhappy at having to give up much of their traditional way of life were made more angry and
desperate as the promised new way of life failed to materialise.
Although their actions at Red River in 1869/70 had won some major concessions from Ottawa,
many of the Métis had moved farther west and settled in the Saskatchewan Territories. By the
1880s, settlers from Europe and Eastern North America were moving into the Saskatchewan
and the Métis saw their traditional lifestyle threatened again.
The white settlers in the Territory were also angry and aggrieved. They accused the Canadian
Government of operating the Territory solely for the benefit of Eastern Canadian business to
the detriment of local interests.
By the middle of the decade all parties in the west were holding meetings, sending petitions
and discussing political tactics for redress of their grievances against a government which
seemed as uninterested as it was remote.
24 March 1884
		
		
6 May 1884
		
		
18 May 1884
4-5 June 1884
		
5 July 1884
28 July 1884
		
16 December 1884
		
28 January 1885
		
		
5 March 1885
		
		
18 March 1885
		

South Branch Métis hold a meeting in Batoche to discuss grievances.
The thirty representatives vote to invite Louis Riel back to act as political
advisor and leader.
At a joint meeting, the South Branch Métis and English half-breeds pass
several resolutions specifying grievances and adopt a motion to seek
Louis Riel’s assistance.
Métis delegation leaves Batoche for Montana to solicit Louis Riel’s aid.
Métis delegation arrives in St. Peter’s Mission, Montana. Riel agrees to
return to Saskatchewan.
Riel arrives at Tourond’s Coulee (Fish Creek), North-West Territories.
William H. Jackson issues a manifesto of the grievances and objectives
of the Settlers’ Union
Louis Riel sends a petition to the Secretary of State outlining Métis
grievances and demands.
John A. Macdonald’s cabinet authorizes the creation of a three-person
commission to review and settle Métis and Half-breed claims in
Manitoba and the Northwest Territories.
Louis Riel and a group of prominent Métis hold a secret meeting. They
sign an oath to “save our country from a wicked government by taking
up arms if necessary.”
Métis seize control of St. Anthony’s Church: they take hostages and cut
the telegraph lines at Clarke’s Crossing.

19 March 1885
		
21 March 1885
		
22 March 1885
		
22 March 1885
		
26 March 1885
		
		
27 March 1885
		
28 March 1885
		
		
29 March 1885
30 March 1885
		
		
31 March 1885
		
		
2 April 1885
		
		
3 April 1885
		
17 April 1885
		
		
24 April 1885
24 April 1885
		
		
26 April 1885
2 May 1885
		
		
9 - 12 May 1885
		
14 May 1885
		
		
15 May 1885

Métis form the ministry and the army of the Provisional Government of
Saskatchewan.
The Provisional Government demands the North-West Mounted Police
surrender Fort Carlton.
English Half-Breeds of St.Catherine’s and the Ridge vote to remain
neutral in the event of armed conflict.
The Winnipeg Militia is ordered to a state of readiness and MajorGeneral Frederick Dobson Middleton is given command of the troops.
Métis force under Gabriel Dumont engage in an unplanned skirmish
with Superintendent L.F. Crozier’s Mounted Police and volunteers at
Duck Lake. The Police are routed.
The North-West Mounted Police abandon Fort Carlton (accidentally
burning it as they leave) and retreat to Prince Albert.
News of Duck Lake hits eastern Canada. The Federal Government raises
a Canadian Militia Force. Within two weeks, three columns of the
Northwest Field Force are in motion.
Itka kills farm instructor Payne on the Mosquito reserve.
The ‘Seige of Battleford’ begins. Pitikwahanapiwiyin (Poundmaker)
arrives at Fort Battleford. The Indian Agent refuses to meet with him.
The combined Battleford bands loot the town.
Council of the Provisional Government of Saskatchewan move the
Métis force to Batoche. They construct a defensive system of trenches
and rifle pits around Batoche.
The Frog Lake Massacre. Members of Mistahimaskwa’s Cree Nation
led by Ayimisis and Kapapamahchakwew (Wandering Spirit) kill Indian
Agent Quinn and eight other whites.
Cree of the Little Hunter and Blue Quill bands raid government store
house at Saddle Lake (130 km northeast of Edmonton)
Fort Pitt is taken by warriors of Mistahimaskwa’s band. Mistahimaskwa
negotiates the evacuation of the fort by the North West Mounted
Police.
Gabriel Dumont ambushes Middleton’s column at Fish Creek.
Lieutenant-Colonel William Otter relieves the ‘siege’ of the Fort
Battleford without a battle. The Battleford bands have left the area and
established a camp at Cutknife Hill.
Indians raid HBC post at Lac La Biche, Alberta..
Colonel Otter’s column attacks Pitikwahahnapiwiyin’s camp at Cut
Knife Hill. Otter is forced to retreat to Battleford. Pitikwahahnapiwiyin
prevents Indians from attacking retreating troops.
Battle of Batoche. Middleton decisively defeats the Métis force in a four
day battle.
At Eagle Hills, Battleford Indian bands capture wagon train carrying
supplies for Colonel Otter’s column. Twenty-one teamsters are taken
prisoner.
Louis Riel surrenders and is transported to Regina for trial.

26 May 1885
		
28 May 1885
		
3 June 1885
		
2 July 1885
		
6 July 1885

Pitikwahanapiwiyn surrenders to General Middleton at Fort
Battleford.
Mistahimaskwa’s band and Major General T.B. Strange clash at
Frenchman’s Butte.
Steele’s and Mistahimaskwa’s forces engage in a skirmish at Loon
Lake.
Mistahimaskwa surrenders to North-West Mounted Police at Fort
Pitt.
Riel is formally charged with high treason

20 July 1 August 1885

Riel is tried and found guilty of treason. Judge Hugh Richardson
sentences Riel to hang 18 September.

24 July 1885
		
5 August 1885
		
13 August 1885
		
14 August 1885
		
		
17-19 August 1885
		
9 September 1885
11 September 1885
		
25 September 1885
		
5 October 1885
		
10 October 1885
		
22 October 1885
		
9 November 1885
		
		
		
16 November 1885
27 November 1885
		

William Henry Jackson is found not guilty by reason of insanity. Jackson
is sent to a lunatic asylum in Manitoba..
Sir John A. McDonald requests that murder charges be laid against the
Indians involved at Frog Lake and in the killing of Payne.
Kapeyakwaskonam (One Arrow) tried on the charge of treason-felony,
found guilty and sentenced to three years imprisonment .
A number of Métis involved in the rebellion plead guilty to treasonfelony and receive prison sentences ranging from one to seven
years.
Pitikwahanapiwiyin is tried on the charge of treason-felony, found
guilty and sentenced to three years imprisonment .
The Manitoba Court of Queen’s Bench rejects Riel’s appeal.
Mistahimaskwa is tried on the charge of treason-felony, found guilty
and sentenced to three years imprisonment .
Kapapamahchakwew (Wandering Spirit) is tried at Battleford and
sentenced to hang.
Itka and Man Without Blood are tried, found guilty and sentenced to
hang for killing Payne.
Five Indians are tried in Battleford for involvement at Frog Lake, are
found guilty and sentenced to hang.
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council rules against Riel’s
appeal.
The Medical commission, created to examine Riel’s mental condition,
submits its report to the Prime Minister. The Commission is divided on
question of Riel’s sanity. Cabinet decides to proceed with death
penalty.
Riel is hanged at Regina
Kapapamahchakwew and seven other Indians are hanged at
Battleford.

Regina Courthouse

A huge “Thank You” to all our
sponsors for their generous
donations.
Without your kind support
this great Canadian heritage
play would not be possible.
We invite all people to support this season by attending The Trial of
Louis Riel with friends and family. Help Maintain this historical and
heritage production!
This year celebrates the 55th year of the production, which is the longest
continuously-running historical drama in North America. The Trial of
Louis Riel was written as a Centennial project in 1967 by John Coulter.
It’s based on the transcripts of the famous trial of Louis Riel in 1885 at
Regina.
The Trial of Louis Riel will have seven shows at the RCMP Heritage
Centre at 7:30 pm on July 22, 23, 24, 30, and 31st. There will also be
two Matinees at 2 pm July 25th and August 1st
A lot of hard work goes into producing the play every year. This includes
the set-up, costuming, renewal of props and costumes, printing posters,
pamphlets, as well as maintenence of the new website.
If you are interested in becoming a member of the cast or auditioning
for a part in the play in the future, please contact the Producer Peter
Champagne at: (306) 728-5728 or rielcoproductions@sasktel.net
The Trial of Louis Riel is also available for conventions and special event
bookings.
For more information or to reserve tickets, go to: rcmphc.com
or go to rielcoproductions.com
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